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STOP using the COLON “ :”

• Use the Semi-colon
• Use .. 
• Use ‘ and “ in AccuDraw – for the ACAD Users

To key-in 1 foot 1 inch: 1..1

This key-in can be used in all fields.
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Zoom in on selected elements

• Key in:

set displayset on;selview 1;displayset set 
selection;fit all;point ab;displayset clear;update view 
extended

Hint: To unselect the elements after zooming; 
append ; choose none (to the above command)
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Cleanup the clutter!

• Right click to turn tools and tool boxes on and off!
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Attributes Tool Box

• If you are using the ByLevel definitions 
• Set the Active Color, Active LineStyle and Active Weight 

are all set to “ByLevel”. 
• Right click on the Attributes Tool box and turn off the 

display of these tools. 
• Set your Active Level and draw!
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Preview

• Tell MicroStation what image to display as the thumbnail 
in the MicroStation Manager.

• Create a saved view called preview 
• To display your attached reference

files enable the Reference Settings 
switch in the Saved Views dialog.
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Choose Last/ Choose Previous

• To re-select your previous selection set
keyin: choose previous

• To select your last element
keyin: choose last

�
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Zooming

• Issue a tentative point and then scroll your mouse wheel. 
The point that you snap to flies to the center of the view 
and is used as the zoom anchor. 

• Set the Zoom Ratio to 1.5 rather than the default of 2. 
This will result in smoother zooming.
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AccuSnap

• Need to suspend AccuSnap for a moment? 
• Hold down the Shift + Ctrl keys while you surf your file.
• Need to turn it on/off quickly? Just press J when you’re 

using AccuDraw.

Mid Continent MicroStation Community, 2006 Conference

August 16th and 17th, 2006

Ctrl + A

• Microsoft Select All command – work in MicroStation

PowerSelector
Reference File dialog
Level Dialog
Text Editor dialog
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Ready! Set Mark

• Set Mark
• Do some stuff
• Set Mark
• Do some more stuff
• Undo Other -> To Mark
• Undo Other -> To Mark
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Window center on last data point 

• window center;dx=0,0|2;reset;reset
� �
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Automate fence stretch 

• Set function key to place fence, then give to point for the 
stretch in one command:

• place fence;%d;%d;fence stretch
�
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Hate keying in a ° symbol? 

• Replace the degree symbol ( ^) with a semi-colon ( ; ) 
when entering angles in AccuDraw. 

For example:
N88^57‘31"E can be entered as N88;57‘31"E

Mid Continent MicroStation Community, 2006 Conference

August 16th and 17th, 2006

Hate keyin in angle quadrants? 

• To specify quadrants for entering angles, you can use 
the following numbers:

NE = 1
NW = 2
SW = 3
SE = 4

N89^59'42"E now becomes 1 89;59'42"
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Right-Click

• AccuSnap Settings
• Snap icon in your status bar. 
• AccuDraw / PopSet Settings
• a right-click on their respective icons in the Primary Tools tool bar and 

selecting ‘Properties’. 
• Dialog Columns
• Double check them by doing a right click.
• Level Display
• Do a right-click in the body of the Level Display dialog, go to ‘Properties’

and set ‘DGN Levels As’ to ‘Number Map’!
• Message Center
• -Click in the Message Center to save your messages and even increase the 

number of messages saved.
• Snaps Button Bar
• Wonder where the rest of your snaps went? You got it, do a right-click!
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Use Windows File 
Open Dialog
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Multiple Copies

Select the Copy Command
Select the element
Key in: DI = 250,0|40 
This will copy the element 250 from the origin – 40 times.

Note: Use the Tool settings for the Copy command to set 
the number of copies.
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Displayset

• Select Elements
• Shift + Right Click on screen
• Select Displayset
• Add
• View Attributes turn on Displayset
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Where are the Old Construction Tools

Workspace -> Customize

Scroll down to: Miscellaneous Tools

Edit Tool Box -> Create Tool Box
Drag and Drop desired commands
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Copy to Clipboard with an Origin

Select Elements to be copied.
Place Tentative at the origin
CTRL + C
CTRL + V

Elements will be attached at the Tentative location.
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Select Handle Modify Proportional

Select Element Twice with Selection Tool
Click and Drag on Handle to Modify
Hold CTRL Key to Modify proportional
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Model Properties

Fill in Description and Ref Logical

When Attach File as Reference this information will already 
be there!
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Slow Click to Edit

• Slow Click in fields to edit.
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The New “FF” File Fence 

Place Fence
File -> Save As
Click the Options button
Geometry – Fence
Set additional toggles
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FROMCURSOR

• You can match the active settings to some or all
attributes of an existing element by merely hovering the 
pointer over the element and entering a MATCH key-in 
that has appended to it the keyword FROMCURSOR. To 
best take advantage of this enhancement, assign key-ins 
of this form to function keys or AccuDraw shortcuts.

Key-in: match element fromcursor

�
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Pan with Zoom Out 1

• If you DON’T like the pan commands try keying in:
ZOOM OUT 1

	

Mid Continent MicroStation Community, 2006 Conference

August 16th and 17th, 2006

Dock Menus Beside

• Set the configurations variable:
• MS_MAINMENUDOCKINGDESIDE   to 1

• MS_FULLPATHINTITLEBAR to 1


